
BWHA RETURN TO HOCKEY
Umpire Brief



Changes due to COVID restrictions
• Umpire Checklist – pdf provided

• Start of Match 

• Current Rule 6.1 – a coin is tossed: the team which wins the toss has 
the choice of which goal to attack in the first two quarters of the 
match or to start the match with a centre pass. 

Updated Rule 6.1 –

• Turf Games: Coin Toss will not be required. Team in dugout to the left 
of the tech bench gets the ball first and defends the goal which is 
closest to their dugout. Swap for second half. 



Changes due to COVID restrictions
Spitting and Bushman’s Blow 

• Spitting and bushman nose blowing (blowing your nose without a 
handkerchief or tissues etc) is a practice that unfortunately occurs in 
our sport and must stop as it poses a significant risk to other 
participants. 

• Updated Rule - A minimum of a Green card (2 min suspension) to be 
issued to any player or participant caught spitting or bushman nose 
blowing on the field / playing surface. Repeat offenders (i.e. player (s) 
offending more than once) to be shown a yellow card (10 min 
suspension). 
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Changes due to COVID restrictions
Communication Pre-Match - Umpires 

• Umpires to address the Captains, prior to 
the commencement of the match, to 
ensure they are aware of the penalties for 
breach of the Spitting and Bushman’s Blow 
updated rule. This communication would 
serve as the “warning to players” and for 
subsequent offences the penalties will be 
applied



Changes due to COVID restrictions
• Updated Directive – All protective equipment, including face masks, 

gloves and any other defensive PC equipment to be used are NOT to 
be shared under any circumstances. Accordingly, defenders at penalty 
corners will need to have their own identified equipment (e.g. 
coloured permanent marking with either tape or paint) to be 
allocated and worn solely by themselves. Due to these changes 
defensive players are now going to need sufficient time to identify 
and put on their own protective equipment. Umpires need to allow 
players acceptable time to do this. Umpires must still proactively 
manage the PC set up process.  Goalkeepers should also not be 
collecting protective equipment in a single bag at the end of half and 
full-time. Players must be responsible for taking their own protective 
equipment onto the field and moving it at half and full-time.



Removing masks – BE REASONABLE



Checking in/out of venues

Umpires / Umpire Mentors / Club Judges / BWHA Technical Officials / Spectators
- please follow requirements that have been issued by the respective venue 
operators (per below)

Turf Venues

• SHC 1 QR code via link - https://my.evacheckin.com/4022xbdk

• SHC 2 QR code via link - https://my.evacheckin.com/0xkka

• Burringbar Park QR code via link - https://my.evacheckin.com/4070xdyp

• Easts Hockey Tiger Turf QR code via link - https://my.evacheckin.com/4078xzwa

• UQ QR code via link - TBA

• Redcliffe QR code via link - https://my.evacheckin.com/4084xcvg

https://my.evacheckin.com/4022xbdk
https://my.evacheckin.com/0xkka
https://my.evacheckin.com/4070xdyp
https://my.evacheckin.com/4078xzwa
https://my.evacheckin.com/4084xcvg


FIH Rule Changes/Updates
Our focus for 2020



Communication
• Key = No surprises

• Everyone has had a long break 
so lets make sure we help 
players get started again

• Be open to players – both 
verbally and with whistle/body 
language 

• When where can you/do you 
use each of these?







Positioning
• First job in umpiring is to be in a position to ‘see’ the game

• Where are the crucial areas?

• Are you ready to be 100%







4 Key Pillars









Example



PS Upgrades





Quirky One



Starting with good standards
• While players are only just returning we 

must make sure that player safety is 
ensured

• If we do not create expected standards 
from round 1 we will have hard work for 
the season













What is right and what is acceptable???










